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% Ai ,r,m Gftrnson. J72 
pages, McGraw-tall sg.35 
m me opening scene of Jim 
Gardens new novel, shots 
jre fired at a figure in a lim- 
onssnc. and for a brief : 
moment we are wrenched 

3 a ck m memory to Boa lev 
P.aza and the death erf p,«. 
' J °nt Kennedy. Because 
Ciamson. the author, is also ' ' 
Jim Garrison the former New 
Orleans District Attorney, 
;* ho began an investigation 
rnto the assassination that 
many thought was m itself 
\ r 3 ctifm a l scenario, the read- 
rr ttught well expect that he 
0r is in for another assss^ 
s in a tion - c ona pi racy t heorv 
smuggled to him in fictional 
guise. 

But that is not Mr. Garri- 
son’s game at &!L Although 
Ins novel breathes conspiracy 
through every pore and there 
If a Presidential assassina- 
tion in it there are no direct 
parallels to the Kenner * 
Thurder; The hero, a ttSS ' 
former Green Banct named 
^oJin McFen^tt, is srmpfy tire 
Oblatory shelter chargor 
flight up in 3 ftnthouse-miii- 
ror world of things that Are 
not what they seemi in which, 
mends become enemies and 
become dead, as fast 
as Me Perrin can' stomp, gar- 
rote, break 1 necks or other- 
wise manage It J\k enemy, 
it soon develops, consists of 
certain factions in the Ameri- 
can i n tel ligence comm u m ty 
'— the new and invisible 
ftfth estate, a dimension of 
government yet undiscov- 
ered,., . /' 

Mr. Garrison’s premise is 
3* urrduly farfetched— in- 
deed it is the stuff of our 


n these 

days. The problem is hot n 
withyrearity; [ t ; s Mr $ 
Gam son J $ fiction. That is his t, 
novej lacks the tautness ’ ih* r 
menamrig atmosphere 'and a 
. e characters worth cariirp s 

s 

narve— -.ruJeed the seamy or- a 
dmanness that helps set the af 
wane, east the spell. There « 
S01 ?* saving graces — no- ac 
tahly Mr. Garrison's oqca- p, 
«!ent for patches- of C 
barque Southern court- S 

worjderfui paranoic w of&W ££ 
mteijigence. But - tfcV S 

»>rkiJy tapped ifiSS = hrc 
out, .like a wire-servide atdfrr « & 
*» in Chimks ofoopy S* 

on the teletype, ™ 

1 AM£r7?rcA SWJNGIN^' ^ 

By Peter D eVrios, 2Jj d*™ 
Boston,- Utt^ Brawn, 

Transplant to Middle C\ry 
teya, the "swinger 11 mores' 

me ia test coun tencu \tatz i 
kitsen and all the oth$?r speoi-' 

mem of American avtot-&ir- 
, dm , , and if’ the* author of 
th^rbook w Fet$r UtVAes. rif 
you^n hie sure hell be off 3e 
11 there's .-* « 
tjwblc kMjrfng 'ittn doTn cm ^ 
ti* farm out Middle City way 

that they've Pit 

"TCtfpat,” and America eg Goth- 
ic has become Amerifcam * h 
Mr ' % Vr ^ 3 ' 5 hero ii^ j 
thrt« imp tfne.jtjaditrom of 
ciiture shock hi the n^e of f.Th 
: Su^ ar ^Sa e ^Jnselcr wiLh a * out 
Ph.B tn literature (it seetna f in ] 
his . thesu on divorce was ' the 
turned down by the sociology * tear 
department, despite his plea v ira^ 
that U really an “a mb- - to . 
thesis, making him the ‘To- , .^tv 
nesco of sociology", he tber«- ’•• 'Rai 
*ipon thriftily submitted it to ^ * M 

anti-^ a. U '• M 
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